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His name is Thomas.

He's an avid sports enthusiast. He comes

from a small town in Oklahoma where he used to have his own
paper route. He doesn't mind getting down on the floor to play
with his dog Murdock. And the soap in his bathroom is orange.
Ok, the last one may have given him away.
While many claim to know the real T. Boone Pickens, the man
himself claims he's just another passionate alumnus. One who
has an equal passion for OSU academics and athletics. One who
has visions of taking his alma mater into uncharted territories
resulting in nationwide success.
Yet, when it comes to his vision of a greater OSU, Pickens is
ready to put his money where his mouth is, and he has done it
again in 2008.
On May 21, Pickens bestowed a colossal $100 million gift toward endowed faculty positions across campus. While the mere
figure was enough to alter OSU academics forever,it was the challenge
Pickens issued afterward that may be his greatest legacyyet: inspiring
900 other donors to follow his lead and collectivelyendow more than
175 new facultypositions.
As we pondered the title of this publication and its meaning to
donors, we asked ourselves "what does it mean to leave a legacy?"
Some philanthropists may define it in dollars. Others might define
it in impact. Some may even base it on donations inspired.
For all of these - we say yes. And Mr. Pickens can certainly claim
all three.
Pickens' latest gift embodies a legacy of giving, inspiring, envisioning, and when it's all over he's looking to give again.
We sat down with the OSU philanthropist and gleaned some
insight into this legacy, why he gave his recent gift and what's on
the horizon for OSU.
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We'd like to talk about legacies, particularly your legacy with your latest
gift focusing on OSU'sendowed chairs
and professorships program. The momentum of that gift has already been
felt throughout campus, and people
inside and outside the OSU community are starting to sit up and talk.

People are pretty excited aren't they?
Indeed they are. So tell us why you
chose to make this simply mammoth
donation to the chair and professorship program?

Because it needed a mammoth donation to make it work! [laugher]
We all wanted [the gift] to be an
opportunity to show leadership. We
had the money to do it and there isn't
any place I'd rather give it to than to
OSu. You know it was time for the
faculty to be recognized and so we
decided to take it up, up and away.
So what did you think when you heard
that following your challenge more
than $68 million had been donated
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to chairs and professorships in just 40
days from more than 900 donors?

I think it's magnilicent. See, when
I first gave back in December '05, I
wondered if alums would say "ok, let
him do it" or would it excite them
so that they would want to give too.
Were they convinced there was going to be a change? I think they saw
the $165 [million] and they knew.
They saw that we are really going to
be competitive now, and that I wasn't
kidding. That's what one of my OU
friends said, "you're getting serious
now," and I am. When I said that I'd
give more, what I meant at that time
was whatever it takes to accomplish
what I think has to be done is something we're going to be in on. And
then you start to pick up people like
Malone and Amy [Mitchell], Sherman Smith and others, and they say,
"I can see it's moving; everything's
going the right direction and I want
to be in on it." So was I surprised
what Burns did in 45 days? Yeah,
I'm a little bit surprised, but I'm also

thinking OSU has great momentum
and great donors.
We are hearing more frequent references from various donors to the
"I want to give now" mantra you've
been touting for years. What made
you think in the present rather than
the future?

I don't want to die someday and not
even know what I paid for. I'd rather
do it now and see the progress. It's
fun! You really get a kick out of it.
Another thing is that, boy, has it ever
united the alums! I know people I
would have never known, and I like
all that.
Do you think your greatest legacy to
OSU will be the donations you have
made or the donations you've inspired?

Well, I don't know. I just think that
it takes everybody working together.
If you remember those statements
I made back at the first, I said we
[alumni, friends and students] are
going to get in lockstep. I said that

even though we don't have the biggest school, we could have a school
that was more united than anybody
else and we'll march together. And I
think that's happening.
How does that start?

What you've got to do is you've got
to get the students to come to the
football games.. Boy, I tell you what,
as exciting as this is, if I was entering
Oklahoma State today I would want
to say I never missed a home football
game. If you go back five years, I can
see why students wouldn't be too excited about going over to the football
game. I mean, that stadium, when I
went to a game there, I almost wanted
to go blindfolded! [Laughing] It was
just pitiful. I would drive two blocks
out of the way so I didn't have to see
it. And I said, "you know, you've got
to do something about this." And I
could afford to so we did. Look at our
stadium now! Man, if I was a student
there, I'd look forward to that home
game to get to go over to the stadium.

It's certainly an exciting time.

That's right. OSU ought to keep up
with anybody graduating from the
university. You assume all the alums
are going to be successful, and you assume you want to have contact with
them forever after graduation. And
they worked hard, they got out of
school, and they just forget for awhile.
I was married and had a child, and I
couldn't be thinking about what was
going on in Stillwater. But it didn't
take me long to realize that's my
school, and I have to stay in contact.
But the school needs to stay in contact with you, too. And so we should
lock on. I've had a lot of experiences,
bud would want to say I joined the
Alumni Aassociation, and I gave
from the day I left. I remember the
first time I gave a donation - it was
for $5 dollars. I do remember that.
And where was that gift made, do
you remember?

It was to the Alumni Association
the first time, but I had been out of
school for awhile. But that's how giv-

Pickens' Path*
1961 -

Pickens' first gift to OSU was a $5 donation to the
Alumni Association

1973 -

first $100 gift to OSD's geology department

1980 -

endows 13 scholarships for OSU students

1982 -

gives $1 million to name the T Boone Pickens
School of Geology

2003 -

provides $20 million lead gift to kick start the
Stadium Renovation Campaign

2005 -

endows his first faculty chair in honor of his mentor
Dr. Victor Brown Monnett

2007 -

makes historywith a $165 milliongift to OSU Athletics

2008 -

makes second historical gift with a $100 million
challenge gift to academics resulting in more than 175
additional faculty chairs and professorships at OSU

* the above gift listing is not comprehensive and does not refiect
many gifts for scholarships, faculty orprogram SUPPOTt.

ing starts with just one gift and you
work your way up.
It's obvious you have a lot of passions in your life.

Yeah, I do.
And how did OSU get to be the lucky
one that seems to be the one you're
most passionate about?

Well, that's my school. Simple, there's
no competition with OSu. Mywife
says I spend more time thinking and
talking about OSU than anyone of
my business ventures. And I said,
"No, that's not right." And she said,
"Yeah, I know, I have to listen to
you." [laughing] And she does. She
loves OSu.
What's your ultimate dream for
OSU? What is your grandest vision
for the university's future?

What do you think Murdoch? [asking the dog sitting in his lap]
That's a pretty loaded question, isn't it?

It's almost too big of a question. I
want to be competitive as a school
both athletically and academically.
You know, I think that's kind of it that I want OSU to be at the top of
the Big 12 Conference at every level.
So how can OSU donors help us
get there?

How do we get there?
Yes, people like us who are modest donors. How can we help you
get there?

I think all OSU alums, donors, faculty and students - everybody - would
think to themselves, "I would hate to
say I wasn't a part of this transformational time." It's an exciting time to
get onboard and invest in the university we all love.

