Pickens allowed OSU to leverage
his money as a matching gift incentive
for other donors wiJ ling to fund a chair
or professorship. And he agreed to let
the other donors name their chairs and
designate the academic departments they
would support.
Nearly a thousand individuals, corporations and foundations
accepted the challenge, raising another
$68 million by June 30, the deadline
to receive matching funds from the
Oklahoma Legislature.
When the $168 million donated by
Pickens and the other donors receives
tate matching funds, the total will climb
to $336 million and could raise the
number of OSU's endowed faculty positions from 101 to more than 275.
The V. Brown Monnett Chair of
Petroleum Geology is named for a man
Pickens regards as a mentor. Founder of
OSU's geology program, Monnett made
a lifelong impression on his students,
including Pickens, who took 1onnett's
classes in petroleum geology and
stratigraphy.
"He's the guy who got me into geology," Pickens says. "I told him 1 needed
to be out of school by June 1951, and he
convinced me I could do it by taking two
18-hour semesters, one 19-hour semester
and one summer class. And 1 did."
Faculty like Monnett are able to
inspire, motivate and sometimes redirect
tudents. "He was a wonderful mentor. A
first-class guy," Pickens says of Monnett,
who died in 2006. "He'd give me a pat
on the back, and then a few minutes later
he'd kick me in the rear if 1 needed it."
The V. Brown Monnett Chair was
originally established as a professorship
by Paul McDaniel and other alumni. In
2005, Pickens raised it to an endowed
chair with additional funding.
Geology department head Jay M.
Gregg holds the Monnett Chair. He
first met Monnett while working on his
master's degree at OSU in the mid-'70s.
"I consider it a very high honor to
hold this chair named for such a distinguished geologist, teacher and mentor
who founded the Boone Pickens School
of Geology," says Gregg, a sedimentary
petrologist, geochemist and former
Fulbright Scholar.
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Gregg has authored numerous journal articles, book chapters, guidebooks,
proceedings papers and abstracts. He
has extensive industry and academic
experience, including serving as a visiting professor at the University College
Dublin and the University of the Western
Cape in South Africa.
But if OSU's offer had not exceeded
or been comparable to his position as
the Gulf Oil Foundation Professor at
the University of Missouri-Rolla, Gregg
probably wouldn't have come back to his
alma mater.
Endowed positions sometimes
supplement salaries, but mostly they
provide extra funds to pay for student
researchers, travel expenses, scholarships,
professional development and teaching
equipment.
OSU's 15th Truman Scholar, senior
Cortney Timmons, says gifts to academics are a fitting tribute to OSU faculty.
"OSU is unique in its sense of
community and family, and a big part of
that is because of the faculty," says the
biosystems and agricultural engineering
senior who also won a national Udall
scholarship her sophomore year.
"Faculty inspire, challenge and
instruct us in the classroom, but their
influence goes way beyond that,"
Timmons says. "They do so much for
us. 1can't say how much I appreciate
Mr. Pickens and all the contributors for
honoring faculty who impact our lives
so immensely."
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